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THE CUSTOM OF DECORATING THE CHRISTMAS BOAT
HKARAVAKI

The boat symbolises a new course in pegpte’s Ives, after Christis birth. As Greece 8 a navy
coundry, the specfic custem has been adopled in stand of the Christmas tree, espacially
iglands and i seaside areps

There, the knfs usad to hodd smadl bodts in their ands singing the carols at the same Lime,

O the Tihoal Janpary which is a day when John e Baplist is celebrated, children take the
decaration off the Chestmas boal,

The traciion dates back hundreds of years when many Greeks were working as seamen
During Christmas bme, when many wene reluming home after a long time al sea, their wives
would celebrate by decorating small wooden boats 35 a way of Saying welcome Bom.,

Sormedines coing or '_!,‘.I'l.‘lhﬂ ohjects arg also placed in the boals o symbolise riches -&nt-m'ng
ores harme
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Celebration of St. John
(Custom of Goddess Klidona)

On 24th June wa cebedrate the nama of fohn the Baplist, According 1o tradition, on the eve, on 23nd Juna,

yeunyg and old pecpie usid 1o celebrale the buring of the wreaths made dusing the 151 May Bghting big fires
in the neighbcurhoods.

Thie cidest ones whers in conbrol of the fire, we poured alcohol on i, we placed the wreaths on top of itand
the darest.aneas starbed jumping -to punfy the evil- gwen if thay felt the scorching, Singhe girls made wreaths of
flowers and placed them undear thedr pillew hoping to see whom they would get mariad to.

Actually, the coshem of Klidonas has its roofs in ancient imes. In Homar's ime they used the magic of God-

dess Klidona io forebell the future, Later, in the Byzantine period we come acnees the costum as e worship
aof Sun (Heligs)

Year by year Kiigdonas drops the characlenstc of general ciaincoyance and kmig itsel 1o love prophecies.
Goddess Klidona silently withdraws and gives her place 1o 5t loannis | whose grace the people plead,
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