- Education and Culture DG

Lifelong Learning Programme

European Comenius
Programm

2011/2013



REUSEELAND

___al

EASACHETAN

ALSERIEN

SAUDI-ARABIEN

LIBYEN AGYFTEN

FR Kartoarsphie, FUB [T




MEDITERRANEAN
SEA







IS

Ik

N
=
[
L
O
-
=
=
&,
I
T

rrAaaBlA
]

K

riesya




In the
prefecture of Kilkis



CASTLE OF GYNEKOKASTRO
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HISTORY

Serbian border to the south.
The creation of the first served to halt -
the danger from the north-especially
emerging dynamic-Serbs and the
protection of Thessaloniki. Second serve
as a gathering place and protect the
crop of Macedonians plain. The name,
"Gynekokastro", implying that the castle
was powerful enough that female
guards were sufficient to defend it.









Traditional customs of




In the villages of mantte(&3 eaees ,om
Christmasesedtinemmndliond isl dmbdkintg
In the fidisands: Ertsheeamost

beautiful, ttreamostinainusit e
thicker pime oralineelog.

- This is caled Christoxylo and ttie
wood wlll towmm in mhefirrcegpim of ttree howset thoogdiootthectneve days of
holiday, fiimm Christmasuntil the Emipiamy The asih of wonnbipratecisHousess
and fiedtits firom bad ek Before ttee Emdliond hesmst hieeClimistoxylio,, exeryy
housewifeaaraanygs thdnay acttaahouseyitithgreat atariion tothiedineplzoe,
S0 @R oicio Stayanytiaoe ofttiealld ashes Thieaigjht before C st tnaesvialean
the wihalie faamiilly is gatheredaaoonddiecfirepizoes, tHeel@Emdllond of thes howse
liggitrtis thireemewvfine. According totheaiizditioms, tHestmwmmit Chistaxylio, wiaammest

Christ in insmanger.




The breaking of pomegranate

.e G
- it is not allowed toppatitedbmotinsefitn the .‘* g c{ fiarinie
key - amd sohlecissties fifsittt attr thes miss itinnin gl '
good lucl, with the pomegranate in his hand. Ente

with his rightffuutt he tmesmks tte paommesgyaametie et imad

the door hedtimomss it dlmwm witth Sthempiosasato
break itarditoditseaddieenesseseeyyvilesee.
Childrenexamimathiecheeness jfifieg\aseerispy amd
bright red. Theereehitbe reantorisses it hiesyamect bisee

luck the family will have throughout the whole year
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wantst tohibdssst iteavweadbessod ftihteesssaonr
a river or &le

The catchin of the Cross (the "gri

of the Cross®) ismaddey swimmers

or divers. He wih@orbb3hHHaTress
kisses it finstt amd aftennands he
carries it from house to houdeidt is
consideredadnng goodlicikand a
good yeardoreseeyporenhodkisssadtit.



The custom of "March®
Bracelet March (Martis)

originated inaantoeei®s emen otbly by
the Hisuwsim anipsteitasT heqpeaaticijpeamtis
of the BHEwsimamipsteitstbebiat tinecal)
the "waoaf in their rigihtt handaarditines miefi
leg.




The custom of "March" (March)
bracelet

twisted white and red threatthetfisldMisits” =
"March". According tifolk tradition,

"March" protects the faces of children by the
first sun of spring, naibtgefEhrmestlitiss
made ofinéhias stayayf didbebargrgrahd
childrenwesaiitanthe first day of March,

before leaving home



“Almond pastries”

almonds bythieswmmem nelEtivesof

the brideThegywweeect hiderdditioall
sweets othkengdddigg ©ddsy

although there ammamyngtioéner
sweetsthbaskEadeebdnasy & doetpiitisis
custom and offer marzipan, which

IS extremely tasty.



Klidonas

girls took apodemdi fiillkedl ttwitth westesT ficom
threesgpmuogswithtiee"Ssidetitwedass! tliiscalddd

_ “silent water” nerause thiey wene mait &llmwed to
—— "~ talkto anyoneThentheyput in the "rizikaria
HiveedppecssauD) gavedibeyy
which wouwilldl prediict tiweir future..

So they ocveettiemmitth aawiite adtith, ardion
the day of St. John, latlétEhddjipicks wp one off
the aifjctts amditiéd®ythiawamu i nexesdttiee
future tio the comoenmedl.
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A GREEK TRADITION
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Momogeri Momoer

anuary

The residents of Old Gynekokastro come
from the area of Artochant of
Caucasus.They brought with them apart
from their few belongings, habits a
traditions. Most data come from the
period of Turkish rule and aimed at
raising the morale of Pontus.

The main role in it was the
"Kotsamania", better known as
"Momogeri” They are found in all parts

of the Black Sea. The audience is
mentally transformed to Pontus where
through jokes, profanity, teasing and
satire a climate of joy and fun is created.




atyr.

In ancient Greece, " The Dionysia
Fields" was celebrated in the month
Poseideona the same time that the
Pontiac custom was taking pla
Also the kidnapping of the bride
brings us to the kidnapping of the
Maenads by Satyrs in Greek
Mythology.

Certainly over the years it received
many influences from the theatrical
events of the Byzantine and medieval
theatrical performance as the long
coexistence with the Turks.



the

man and the old woman, the viewers, the
householders. The devil generally does
anything that would cause laughter to
viewers. The old woman and the old man
tease the audience and sometimes qui
sometimes reconcile. Generally, they offer
plenty of laughter. Brides provoke viewers
with their maiden modesty, to kidnap them
and it is then, that the kidnapper is arrested
and tried for his actions.

In the end all the participants in the
performance go from door to door to cheer
up and tease all the residents of the village.




months of the year.The custo
was performed at the New
Year period to welcome the
new yeal

The starting point was the
courtyard of the church or th
schoolyard.




The“matsouki

often sixteen persons. The
“momogeri”, the dancers with
foustaneles have as a duty to
protect the bride from whoever
tries every time to grab her.Wh
this happens what follows is ti
prosecution and arrest of the
kKidnapper.The Momogeri begin
and end the show with dance.



In such an atmosphere of joy and mirth the soul of
the custom, the pragkalon, can not be skipped.
Dressed with white clothes, animal-shaped hood,
tail fox and hunched back, has the role to cause
fuss, to disturb and entertain with tricks the
audience. He is the leader of the team and he who
does all the mischief. He also provokes the
audience to grab the bride.



the doctor, who examines
the bride and tries to findif
she has been sexuly abu:
by their abductors. At the
same time he teases the
people watching as well.




features to resemble a woman with
the help of mak-up. He wears
gown and veil and men’s shoes to
be able to move comfortably and of
course to dance.



vViewers pail pate, sympalti
and become part of the whole
custom throughout the festiv:

This of course lies in the ability of
all the *‘actors’.



MOMOGERI

2 9 DhalanXx, W 0 S 0
always in front. The greatest challenge
that day is the challenge of laughter, by
the entertainers. This is achieved only
when the actors (theatrical persons) are
capable and they know that their role is to
caricature and defect the weaknesse

sy &=~ Dboth spectators and the householders,
CEEEEEERR R SRR reminding them that nobody is perfect.
This custom dates back from about 1950.
The money that is collected by the
“Momogeri” custom is always given to
school or to church for the villagers’
needs. It is represented even today,
especially in areas where there is a strong
element of Pontiac people.




Our school |


















Thank you for your passion!

See you In Greece!



